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After  tlie  kipse  of  .inotlier  year,  we  meet  to-day  witli  numbers 
iindiminiL-liecl  hj  deatli,  hut  increased  slightly,  by  additions  to  our 
ranks,  viiVa  prosperity  in  every  respect  tlirougliout  tbe  Diocese, 
and  I  believe,  I  may  add,  with  much  unity  of  purpose  among 
clerijy  and  Iraty,  and  pti  increasing  desire  to  co-oper:;te  in  carrying- 
on  the  glorious  v;ork  entrusted  to  us,  of  rearing  tlio  Church  in  this 
land  upon  its  true  foundations.  And  it  is  with  no  unfeigned  diffi- 
dence that  tlio  preacher  arises  in  presence  of  his  Bishop,  and 
brethren  of  the  Clergy,  and  chosen  brethren  of  the  Laity,  to  fulfil 
his  appointed  task,  and  stir  up  your  pure  minds  by  way  of  re- 
membrance," before  kneeling  together  to  share  in  the  one  loaf,  and 
one  cup — a  symbol  and  means  of  unity — and  then  proceeding  to 
transact  the  business  of  the  Diocese.  It  is  only  that  he  humbly 
lifts  up  his  heart  in  prayer  to  the  adorable  Trinity  for  the  Spirit 
of  strength  and  love  to  abide  witli  him,  that  he  accounts  himself 
suffxcient  for  this  thing ;  and  under  this  blessed  guidance  he  de- 
sires to  utter  only  that  which  may  be  a  key-note  of  love  and  union 
in  our  present  assembly.  And  certainly  of  all  times  in  our  minis- 
terial life,  when  the  Council  of  the  Church  is  assembled  to  consult 
how  best  to  carry  on  the  Church's  work  in  this  Diocese,  must  we 
most  naturally  be  reminded  of  that  hour,-  when  our  Lord,  in  solemn 
prayer  to  the  Father,  "  lifted  up  His' eyes  to  Heaven,"  and  prayed 
that  His  disciples  might  "  all  be  one" — that  the  work  they  had  to 
perform  might  be  well  performed,  that  the  world  might  be  led  to 
believe  thro'  their  word,  and  so  in  the  course  of  time  all  might  be 
brought  to  loving  obedience  to  the  faith.  In  a  cold  age,  v/hen  lati- 
tudinarianism  abo.unded,  the  Councils  of  the  Chiirch  in  the  mother 
country  fell  into  disuse,  and  from  the  time  that  tue  solemn  convo- 
cation of  the  Clergy  ceased  to  assemble,  and  that  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  ceased  to  be  the  Lay-representation  of  the  National 
Church,  there  was  no  visible  sign  of  its  corporate  life  and  action, 
And  then,  whilst  the  Church  lay  torpid  in  its  higher  life-mo ve. 
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merits,  sects  sprung  up,  divisions  multipled,  and  ''iniquity  abound- 
ed, for  the  love  of  many  waxed  cold.''  The  sect-spirit  extended  to 
the  Church  and  destroyed  the  grand  idea,  that  the  glory  of  God 
is  the  highest  aim  of  man  ;  and  generated  in  the  mind  of  the  ear- 
nest and  devout  the  lower  and  selfish  idea  that  individual  salva- 
tion is  the  sole  object  of  religion.  However,  the  Church  continu- 
ed to  bring  forth  works  of  charity  and  piety  where  the  parochial 
system  maintained  its  influence,  but  where  fresh  centres  of  popu- 
lation were  formed,  no  adequate  provision  seems  to  have  been  at- 
tempted for  the  extension  of  its  ministrations,  and  altogether  the 
influence  of  the  Church  was  not  only  not  progressive  but  growing 
feebler  and  feebler.  During  the  same  time  of  religious  coldness  the 
En2;lish-speaking  race  were  rapidly  emigrating,  and  forming  new 
colonies.  The  State  and  the  Church  seemed  to  let  them  go  with 
equal  indifference  for  their  political  and  religious  welfare ;  but  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Church  desired  to  carry  it  with  them,  and  thus 
perpetuate  this  holiest  tie  to  all  they  left  at  home.  They  desired 
to  have  not  only  the  inferior  ministers  as  the  stewards  of  the  mys- 
teries of  God,  but  also  the  higher  order  creative  of  ministerial  life, 
derived  from  Christ  thro'  His  Apostles  and  their  successors  in 
office.  But  all  the  efforts  of  the  Church's  expatriated  children 
could  not  obtain  this  simple  right.  And  not  until  revolution  had 
snapped  the  political  tie  to  England,  could  a  Bishop  be  obtained 
for  this  continent ;  and  then  the  first  one  came  not  from  Lambeth 
Chapel,  or  the  Cathedrals,  or  Minsters  of  England,  but  from  an 
upper  chamber  in  a  provincial  town  of  Scotland.  Time  rolled  on, 
and  the  Church's  enemies  in  the  mother  country,  emboldened  by 
its  torpidity,  struck  one  blow  in  its  weakest  part.  The  Colonics 
craved  for  an  extension  of  the  Episcopate  to  them  ;  Romanism  and 
Dissent  asked  for  a  diminution  of  the  Episcopate  in  Ireland.  The 
allies  gained  all  they  asked.  But  from  this  moment  the  Church 
aroused.  The  blow  served  to  rally  and  unite  its  members.  He 
who  turns  the  wrath  of  man  to  His  praise,  turned  this  to  arouse 
His  Church.  The  need  for  combination  was  apparent ;  and  from 
this  moment  the  conviction  started  into  life,  that  the  Church's  cor- 
porate action  must  be  resuscitated.  Circumstances  have  thrown 
it  upon  the  offshoots  of  the  Church,  in  the  several  colonies,  to  take 
the  lead  in  tliis  movement,  -w.d  be  first  to  restore  the  Diocesan 
Councils.  The  best  and  wisest  among  us,  groping  as  it  were  in  the 
dark,  sought  to  aid  its  action  thro'  societies,  but  following  the 


example  of  the  sister  Clliircli  of  Scotland  and  of  America,  untram- 
melled as  they  are  by  the  State,  were  eventually  led  into  the  good 
old  paths.  The  dor^jant  action  of  the  Church  has  thus  far  been 
restored — for  we  see  the  need  of  it  for  succour  and  strength  and 
unity.  Is  it  too  much  to  say  that  its  course  has  been  onward  ever 
since  !  No,  nor  do  I  believe  it  too  much  to  say  that  the  action  of 
the  Colonial  Provinces  and  Dioceses  is  having  a  reflex  influence 
upon  the  mother  Church.  It  therefore  behoves  us,  small  a  portion 
of  the  Church  as  v/e  are,  to  bear  in  mind  this  f;ict  of  the  reflex  ac- 
tion of  the  various  members  upon  the  body,  and  to  be  careful  that 
in  our  deliberations  and  actions  we  shovv'  that  the  spirit  of  Chris- 
tian freedom  is  also  the  spirit  of  love,  unity,  and  order ;  and  so,  as 
far  as  our  example  goes,  we  may  do  nothing  to  create  offence,  but 
show  that  the  Church  may  everywhere  be  safely  entrusted  with, 
the  full  exercise  of  those  powers  inherent  in  it,  of  assembling  in  its 
councils  to  conduct  its  own  affairs,  and  take  account  of  the  general 
good. 

But  whilst  regarding  the  facts  of  the  increasing  energy  of  the 
Church  at  home,  and  the  extension  of  it  in  the  Colonies,  we  must 
confess  that  it  does  not  present  a  scene  of  unmixed  brightness, 
there  are  some  disturbing  influences  that  seem  to  threaten  the  peace, 
and  unity,  and  welfare  of  the  Church  at  large ;  and  at  the  same 
time  make  more  apparent  the  need  of  its  action  being  fully  revived 
and  left  untrammelled.  About  twelve  years  ago  one  of  the  profes- 
sors of  Divinity  in  King's  College,  London,  published  heretical 
opinions  in  regard  to  the  non-eternity  of  future  punishment ;  and 
with  the  approbation  of  the  v/hole  Church,  he  was  promptly  degra- 
ded from  his  professorship.  Then  about  four  years  ago  appeared 
the  celebrated  "  Essays  and  Eeviews,"  in  which  doctrines  were 
enunciated  which  strike  at  the  root  of  the  Christian  religion.  The 
Church  was  still  further  scandalized  about  two  years  after  by  the 
publications  of  the  late  Bishop  of  Natal,  in  which,  besides  a  large 
portion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  being  treated  as  a  myth,  many  of 
the  heretical  opinions  of  the  former  publications  were  reiterated, 
and  in  particular  the  non-inspiration  of  Holy  Scripture,  and  the 
non-eternity  of  future  punishment.  That  these  publications  should 
call  forth  able  replies,  and  that  these  replies  should  establish,  tothg 
thoughtful,  that  the  whole  of  the  unsound  writings  were  but  the 
revival  of  old  errors  clothed  in  modes  of  thought  adapted  to  the 
present  age,  was  only  what  might  have  been  imagined,  and  so  f^ 
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were  satisfactory.  But  this  seems  hardly  sufficient.  When  tlie 
Church  has  been  publicly  scandalized  by  any  of  its  ministry  pub- 
lishing opinions  that  would  tend  to  destroy  the  foundations  of 
Christianity,  it  is  hardly  sufficient  that  those  writings  should  be 
dealt  with  like  mere  erroneous  treaties  in  science,  and  be  left  to 
be  confuted  by  individuals.  It  certainly  seems  that  if  the  Church 
will  not,  to  some  extent,  by  silence,  participate  in  their  guilt,  it 
ought  to  arise  and  vindicate  its  own  purity  by  a  public  condemna- 
tion of  the  errors,  and  by  the  deposition  of  its  unfaithful  officers 
from  their  position  in  the  sacred  ministry.  This  is  no  more  than 
the  exercise  of  a  power  which  every  society  must  possess  for  its 
own  security.  I  think  I  am  not  in  error  in  affirming  that  to 
Churchmen  in  this  Colony  the  tidings  at  first  came  as  something 
incomprehensible  that  two  of  the  contributors  to  the  "  Essays  and 
Reviews,"  after  having  been  condemned  in  the  Church  Courts, 
should  have  been  restored  to  their  position  in  the  sacred  ministry, 
and  their  condemnation  reversed  by  a  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council ;  and  that  henceforth  it  may  ])e  given  forth  to  the  world 
that  clergymen  may  use  the  creeds  of  the  Church,  subscribe  its 
articles  and  formularies,  and  yet  may  or  may  not  believe  the  inspi- 
ration of  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  the  eternity  of  future  punish- 
ment. And  it  has  not  diminished  our  wonder  to  find  that  such 
cases  may  be  referred  for  final  adjudication  to  a  tribunal  composed 
mostly  of  laymen,  and  that  these  may  even  not  be  members  of  the 
Church. 

It  is  impossible  but  that  oilences  will  come,"  said  our  blessed 
Saviour ;  we  therefore  do  not  look  for  unmixed  wheat  growing  in 
the  Lord's  field.  And  we  remember  the  divine  Speaker  as  well  as 
His  warning  words,  how  He  Himself  has  shewn  that  God's  pur- 
poses over-ride  man's  offences,  and  that  from  what  seems  crushing 
evil  He  has  evoked  the  highest  good :  "  For  if  through  the  offence 
of  one  many  be  dead,  much  more  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  gift  by 
grace,  which  is  by  one  man,  Jesus  Christ,  hath  abounded  unto 
many."  It  would  not  become  me  to  indulge  in  prophecies  of 
changes  that  may  take  place  to  unlosen  the  fetters  which  hang  upon 
the  Church,  and  that  may  give  it  power  to  defend  its  own  purity, 
apd  Id  mauQge  its  own  concerns.  But  I  may  be  permitted  to  give 
expression  to  a  hope : — that  if,  amid  the  intellectual  activity  of  the 
present  age  the  exploded  errors  of  past  ages  are  revived  in  ways 
a4apted  to  our  present  modes  of  thought,  it  may  be  that  the  old 


methods  for  suppressing  errors,  adapted  by  modification  to  out' 
circumsfcanees,  must  also  be  revived.  And  perhaps  it  is  not  dis- 
heartenicg  that,  vrhen  the  Church,  after  one  hundred  and  Ihirty 
years  of  torpidity  in  her  corporate  life-movements  has  been  arousing 
to  works  of  love  and  self  devotion,  unsurpassed  in  any  age,  and 
which  have  tested  the  faith  and  earnestness  of  its  members,  there 
should,  amid  the  upheavings,  be  also  some  outbursts  oT  the  slum- 
bering fires  of  error.  Perhaps  it  may  help  to  bring  about,  as  it 
makes  apparent,  that  it  needs  to  be  left  untrammelled  for  ^elf-de- 
fence and  for  extensicuj  and  that  it  should  have  its  living  voice 
and  free  action  restored  to  it.  In  short,  oifences"  may  have 
helped  to  make  manifest,  that  the  Church  requires  to  have  re- 
stored to  it  what  it  lost  in  latitudinarian  limes — the  full  action  of 
convocation.  Then  it  can  deal  with  the  questions  that  must  arise, 
both  from  the  intellectual  activity  of  the  times,  as  well  as  from 
its  extension  in  the  dependencies,  and  beyond  the  dependencies 
of  the  British  Crown. 

On  occasions  like  the  present,  I  believe  that  without  being 
deemed  persumptuous  I  may,  as  I  have  done,  dwell  awhile  upon 
the  concerns  of  the  great  body  with  which  we  are  connected.  In- 
deed it  appears  to  me,  that,  perhaps  from  our  large  Missions,  ordi- 
narily we  regard  ourselves  as  too  isolated,  and  whilst  our  ministerial 
care  is  properly  coniined  to  our  several  parishes,  we  become  too 
much  disposed  to  confine  our  thoughts  also  to  these,  and  not  greatly 
regard  our  connexion  with  the  Church  at  large.  And  per- 
haps these  annual  assemblies  aid  both  in  exhibitiug  the  corporate 
character  of  the  Church,  and  also  in  divesting  us  of  a  sense  of 
congregational  isolation,  and  enable  us  to  realize  our  position  as 
the  ministers  of  the  one  body.  Probably  no  one  ever  attains  emi- 
nence in  his  walk  of  life  who  has  not  exalted  conceptions  of  the 
honorableness  of  his  calling.  'Tis  confessedly  good  that  the  lawyer, 
the  physician,  the  merchant,  the  humblest  even  should  have  these. 
We  would  much  rather  trust  them  with  our  lives  and  our  interests. 
How  much  rather  that  we,  the  ministers  of  the  Saviour,  should 
realize  "of  what  dignity,  and  of  how  great  importance  this  office 
is,  whereunto  we  are  called."  We  are  commissioned  to  preach  the 
glorious  Gospel  of  the  redemption  of  the  whole  race  of  man  by  the 
sacrifice  of  the  death  of  our  adorable  Saviour  on  the  cross,  and  to 
gather  from  our  fallen  race,  scattered  by  sin  from  almost  creation's 
dawn  into  one  fold,  under  one  shepherd,  all  who  believe  on  him 
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Uiroilgli  our  word.  Thb  fact  tliat  we  hold  this  commission,  (hum- 
bled though  we  must  be  by  a  sense  of  personal  unworthiness,) 
leads  us  to  magnify  this  oSce.  For  we  regard  ourselves  as  part  of 
that  embassy,  which  Christ  himself  established,  to  convey  new  life 
to  our  race,  to  carry  forth  the  message,  and  to  effect  the  designs 
of  divine  love  in  the  fallen  world.  We  stand  on  firm  ground 
here  ;  we  have  the  spot  whereon  to  fix  the  lever  to  move  the  world, 
and  gather  immortal  souls  into  the  everlasting  garner. 

Brethren;  if  we  go  forth  and  teach  concerning  a  God  whose 
almighty  power  is  displayed  in  the  order  of  the  unnumbered  orbs 
that  roll  through  illimitable  space ;  or  if  we  teach  of  the  omnisci- 
ence of  a  God  who,  for  ages  upon  ages  had  been  preparing  this 
globe  for  human  habitation ;  or  if  we  teach  of  the  care  and  wisdom 
of  God  which  the  microscope  developes ;  in  short,  if  we  teach  all 
the  sublime  mysteries  which  science  reveals,  and  which  nature  con- 
ceals, of  the  great  God,  what  effect  shall  we  have  on  the  world,  com- 
pared with  standing  forth  in  our  true  character,  as  the  commis- 
sioned bearers  of  that  loving  message  to  a  world  of  fellow-sinners. 
"God  in  these  last  times  hath  spoken  unto  ns  by  his  son," — spoken 
of  all  that  concerns  our  everlasting  destiny,  that,  "He  so  loved  the 
world  that  he  sent  his  only  begotten  Son  that  whosoever  believeth 
on  Him  should  not  perish  but  have  everlasting  life."  This  is  the 
message  we  have  authority  to  declare :  universal  redemption 
through  the  divme  love ;  and  we  would  desire  in  unfeigned  humi- 
lity of  mind  to  realize  our  duties  arising  out  of  fellowship  with 
the  undying  embassy  of  Christ  commissioned  to  declare  this  :  for 
v:c  know  that  this  loving  message  will  strike  a  cord  which  vibrates 
in  every  sin-conscious  heart,  and  will  assure  it  that  the  Gospel  is 
indeed  a  revelation,  bringing  "good  tidings  of  great  joy."  But 
while  we  fulfil  our  embassy,  and  carry  abroad  this  glorious  mes-" 
sao-e,  we  remember  "the  measure  of  faith,"  and  that  the  same  sen- 
tence  which  tells  us  of  universal  redemption  indicates  what  is  clearly 
taught  elsewhere  in  Holy  Scripture,  that  salvation  is  conditional 
and  therefore  limited  i.  e.  to  "whosoever  believeth."  So,  although 
the  Church  gives  no  authority  to  any  narrow  interpretation  of  God's 
word,  by  a  denial  of  salvation  to  those  who  have  never  had  the 
opportunity  of  falling  in  with  these  terms  of  believing,  and  yet  live 
in  obedience  to  the  law  within  them,  still  with  regard  to  those  who 
have  had  the  opportunity  it  tells  us,  in  no  faltering  tones,  "whoso- 
over  will  be  saved  before  all  things  it  is  necessary  that  he  hold  tbie 
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Oatliolic  Faith."  And  that  faith  teaches  hs  that  ''all  men  sh^--]: 
rise  again  with  their  bodies  "  and  shall  give  account  for  their  owii 
"  works.  And  they  that  have  done  good  "  shall  go  into  life  ever- 
lasting; and  they  ''that  have  done  evil,  into  eYCi'!:;siiiig  fire."  And 
it  is  this  modification  of  the  great  message  of  nniversal  redemption, 
but  conditional,  and  so  limited  salvation,  which  alone  makes  our 
embassy  necessary  to  the  world.  In  other  words  the  Church  exists 
here  in  order  to  gather  into  its  bosom  "such  as  should  be  saved." 

But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  on  the  proof  of  this  fundamen- 
tal truth.  That  it  has  been  enunciated  in  no  uncertain  tone  in 
the  fullest  creed  oi",  the  Cathohc  Church  is  undeniable,  and  it 
might  be  imagined  that  no  one  could  subscribe  to  the  creed  and 
yet  impugn  the  doctrine.  However,  the  late  Bishop  of  Natal,  in 
a  comment  on  the  Athanasian  Creed  overcomes  all  scruple  on  this 
point,  in  what  appears  to  me  a  novel  way.  He  says  that  equally 
with  the  Anglican,  the  Boman  Catholic  Church  acknowledges  this 
creed,  and  yet  it  believes  in  a  mid-state  hereafter,  when  the  soul 
may  undergo  a  change.  And  therefore  as  it  reconciles  a  belief  in 
the  figment  of  a  Purgatory  with  the  acceptation  of  this  creed,  so 
may  we  accept  it,  and  yet  interpret  it  in  a  way  that  overturns  the 
doctrine  which  the  creed  clearly  enunciates.  The  Bishop  would 
seem  to  have  forgotten  that  the  Creed  was  adopted  by  the  Catho- 
lic Church  one  thousand  years  before  Purgatory  was  a  received 
doctrine  of  the  Church  of  Borne.  And  therefore,  like  the  Bible 
itself,  the  Athanasian  Creed  remains  in  use  in  that  Church — a 
latent  protest  against  its  errors — a  true  exponent  of  the  faith  of 
the  Catholic  Church.  And  it  serves  to  make  good  our  position 
that  the  only  basis  for  extended  unity  among  Christians — the  only 
means  of  a  return  to  "  one  Lord,  one  faith,  and  one  baptism." 
"  Ore  fold"  and  "one  Shepherd,"  must  be  tound  beneath  the  an- 
cient symbols  of  the  Church,  before  it  was  corrupted  and  divided 
by  error. 

Brethren,  I  would  speak  now  of  ourselves  as  ambassadors  of 
Christ  to  deliver  the  message  of  truth,  as  his  agency  to  convey  new 
spiritual  life,  and  to  gather  men  and  women  into  his  own  fold,  in 
this  particular  part  of  the  world  and  of  the  Church. 

In  performing  our  duties  we  have  peculiar  difficulties.  Our  mis- 
sions for  the  most  part  are  necessarily  large  in  extent ;  and  the 
population  is  scattered  and  composed  of  several  nationalities,  and 
of  many  religious  denominat,ions.    Almost  everywhere  there  k 
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great  restlessness,  continual  cliange,  few  home  ties,  no  old  associa- 
tions ;  there  is  much  inteliectual  activity.  Arcong  the  better  eduea- 
ted,  increasing  attention  is  given  to  the  cultivation  of  the  physical 
sciences ;  and  in  oar  schools  mathematics  have  a  very  great  pre- 
dominance.  And  along  with  this  the  popular  theology,  the  reli- 
gious works  that  have  the  widest  circulation,  are  shallow,  give  no 
certain  sound,  or  are  decidedly  sectarian.  One  thing  I  think  is 
of  no  good  omen,  that  from  the  books  used  in  our  Sunday  Schools, 
upwards  to  the  religious  works  used  by  the  educated,  truth  for  the 
greater  part  is  taught  by  fiction.  There  is  moreover  very  little 
reverence  for  mere  authorities,  little  deference  to  precedents  in 
matters  of  faith.  The  necessities  of  a  new  country  elicit  self-re- 
liance in  daily  life.  Sect-teaching  seizes  hold  of  and  fosters  this 
spirit  of  self-reliance  in  matters  of  religion.  And  those  who  have 
ministered  many  years  in  singleness  of  heart  must  have  wept  tears 
of  bitterness  at  the  success  which  the  sect-spirit  has  had  in  con- 
fusing, and  in  destroying  the  grand  view  which  Christianity  presents 
of  "  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism,"  one  body  in  Christ.  And 
certainly  it  does  not  tend  to  make  us  what  true  Christianity  ought 
to  make  us — socially  a  happy  and  united  people. 

Christianity  presents  many  strange  views  around  us.  And  in 
regard  to  the  doctrines  agitated  in  the  Church,  on  the  one  side  of 
us  there  are  some  teaching  salvation  only  within  the  pale  of  their 
communion,  or  salvation  confined  to  a  few  elect.  On  the  oppo- 
site side  others,  seemingly  in  a  generous  spirit,  teaching  annihila- 
tion to  the  great  mass  of  human  souls,  salvation  wide  as  redemp- 
tion, universal.  Divided  and  subdivided  is  the  population  amongst 
whom  we  minister,  on  this,  as  on  every  other  doctrinal  question. 
The  soil  is  certainly  most  favorable  for  the  growth  of  errors — no 
seed  of  any  kind  but  will  find  ample  room  to  spring  up.  And  it 
must  be  confessed  that  our  Christianity  is  not  flivorable  for  the  de- 
velopement  of  a  devoted  faith,  or  a  very  wide  growth  of  Christian 
graces.  While  universall)^  professing  great  regard  for  the  letter  of 
Sacred  Scripture,  are  we  not  living  at  a  very  great  distance  from 
its  spirit  ? — at  a  great  variance  from  its  plain  teaching  of  "one  Lord, 
one  faith,  one  baptism,"  "  one  fold,"  and  "one  shepherd  ?"  Are 
we  not,  as  a  professedly  Christian  community,  as  far  as  possible  from 
recognizing  our  Savior's  praj-er,  that  we  "may  all  be  one?"  Is 
the  unity  of  Christ's  Church,  after  all,  a  mere  dream.  Have  wc 
misinterpreted  the  prayer  of  our  Lord  ?  or  is  it  an  invisible  unity  ? 
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How  many  of  us,  Brethren,  have  fondly  labored  in  our  humble 
spheres  of  duty,  have  patiently  borne  the  hidden  sorrow  of  being 
misunderstood,  the  bitterness  of  want  of  sympathy,  and  yet  have 
been  contented  to  toil  on,  in  seeming-  loneliness,  upheld  by  the 
conviction  that  we  are  united  with  a  body  of  which  Christ  is  head, 
and  which  has  fellowship  all  over  the  world,  with  Christians  in  every 
clime,  and  every  age — fellowship  with  Apostles  and  martyrs — fel- 
lowship with  the  Church  triumphant  !  And  that  we  live  and 
labor  in  the  light  of  Christ,  fulfilling  our  embassy,  attracting  the 
discordant  masses,  and  bringing  them  jnto  obedience  to  this  faith  ! 
This  blessed  conviction  sweetens  our  labors,  makes  our  weakness 
strength  and  tells  us  in  our  sometimes  sinking  sense  of  loneliness 
that  we  are  not  alone,  for  the  Father  is  with  us.  Take  this  hope 
away — tell  us  it  is  a  drean^i — and  you  take  the  brightest  hope  away 
from  our  ministerial  life. 

But  the  unity  of  the  Church  is  no  dream.  It  is  written  in  charac- 
ters as  plain  as  any  other  received  doctrine.  We  have  not  misin- 
terpreted it,  for  ihe  Church  in  everyage  has  held  it.  And  it  must 
not  be  spirited  away  from  our  hopes  and  aspirations  by  the  misera- 
ble substitute  of  an  invisible  unity,  as  contradictory  to  our  senses 
and  reason,  as  the  figment  of  trapsubstantiation.  For  when  Christ 
uttered  the  prayer  that  his  people  ^'may  be  one,"  He  was  not 
praying  for  those  who  had  safely  passed  through  the  conflicts  of 
the  world,  and  had  reached  the  haven  of  eternal  love,  but  it  was 
for  his  people  toiling,  moving,  struggling  in  the  midst  of  a  busy 
world.  Undeniably  Christianity  on  this  continent  shows  great  in- 
diflference  to  this  most  solemn  prayer  of  our  Lord.  There  seems 
little  effort  amongst  those  ''who  profess  and  call  themselves  Chris- 
tians" to  bring  it  about.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  rather  a  de- 
sire to  palliate,  if  not  in  some  instances  to  glory  in  the  dissension ; 
and  the  old  delusive  parodoxes  are  revived  of  calling  bitter  sweet, 
and  darkness  light,  when  Christians  shield  their  disunion  by  speak- 
ing of  unity  in  diversity,  agreeing  to  differ,  and  of  there  being 
many  colours  in  the  rainbow — forgetting  that  all  God's  works  blend 
and  harmonize  to  develope  one  beautiful  design.  And  it  is  attend- 
ed with  this  lamentable  result,  that  it  makes  the  power  of  Chris- 
tianity comparatively  weak  upon  the  population ;  divine  grace  is 
grieved  and  quenched — the  christian  life  of  faith,  hope,  and  cha- 
rity, does  not  greatly  show  itself,  and  an  Apostle  might  say  of  us, 
as  he  did  of  those  who  h^d  raijged  themselves  under  different  dc< 
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nominations  of  old,  ''are  ye  not  carnal  But  it  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  this  will  alwa^^s  be  the  case.  All  division  is  the 
work  of  Satan  acting  upon  our  evil  dispositions;  all  errors  pro- 
ceed from  this  enemy,  who  sows  the  seed,  which  man's  self-will, 
pride,  and  love  of  contention  or  ambition  mature.  The  Church 
has  always  been  troubled — from  the  beginning  it  was  so.  Per- 
haps the  progress  of  Christianity  would  have  been  more  rapid 
— itsimpetus  would  have  been  unchecked,  and  it  would  have  done 
incalculably  more  in  the  world  had  not  divisions  sprung  up  to 
weaken  its  influence.  Certainly  the  Reformation  was  early  and 
fatally  checked  by  division.  For  when  it  seemed  to  be  flowing  in 
its  triumphant  course  over  the  whole  Church,  welcomed  by  the 
people  as  releasing  them  from  superstition  and  priestly  dominion  ; 
welcomed  by  princes,  as  releasing  them  and  their  subjects  from 
the  galling  yoke  of  Papal  supremacy — then  arose  dissensions 
amongst  the  Reformers,  and  freedom  was  used  for  a  cloke  of  mali- 
ciousness, thereby  creating  distrust  in  the  minds  of  both  princes 
and  people,  and  the  flood  tide  of  reformation,  and  the  spread  of 
pure  religion  were  most  efi"ectually  checked.  None,  like  ourselves, 
could  have  ministered  for  many  years  in  this  country  without  ex- 
periencing how  destructive  to  the  growth  of  Christianity  is  the  sect- 
spirit.  Is  there  not  reason  to  suspect  that  under  the  variety  of 
professions  there  lurks  an  enormous  amount  of  latent  infidelity  ? 
How  welcome  to  some  is  this  unsettling  the  faith  of  the  Church — 
the  cloud  of  uncertainty  cast  on  the  truth  of  Holy  Scripture — the 
hope  of  endless  death  instead  of  endless  punishment,  or  the  denial 
of  endless  punishment  altogether  !  Yes,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  sporting  with,  and  supporting  the  divisions  of  Christians,  there 
is  a  concealed  infidelity  that  desires  to  promote  dissension,  to  weaken 
the  power  of  the  Church,  and  so  to  evade  the  duties  of  pure  and 
undefiled  religion. 

It  would  often  present  a  dark  prospect  if  we  churchmen  were 
not  held  by  that  sheet-anchor  of  our  faith,  that  God  reigns  amid 
the  storm,  and  though  the  waves  of  commotion  rage  horribly,  his 
purposes  are  moving  steadily  on  to  fulfilment.  But,  as  ministering 
servants  of  the  Church,  to  conduct  ourselves  aright  is  often  very 
trying.  Some  are  tempted  to  imagine  that  they  may,  to  some  ex- 
tent, repress  the  disorder — the  strife  of  tongues — by  a  partial  con- 
cession. The  wisdom  of  the  world  commends  this  as  politic;  it 
.  has  moreover  the  appearance  of  charity.    They  will  therefore  be- 
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•i(30me  a41  things  to  all  men  ;  they  will  join  witli  ar 
that  scheme  of  the  day ;  tliey  will  so  far  affect  an 
unity — anything  so  that  they  move  along  with  the  multitude,  and 
be  not  left,  as  it  seems  to  them,  in  a  state  of  isolation.  The  expe- 
rience of  the  wisest  warns  us  that,  so  far  from  helping  to  bring 
about  unity  by  this  course,  we  simply  unsettle  ourselves,  and  rather 
increase  disunion.  The  amiable  Mr.  Simeon,  of  Cambridge,  tells 
us  that  he  had  spent  a  Jife-time  in  tearing  down,  what  he  called, 
the  partition  walls  that  Christ  built  to  fence  His  Church.  At  the 
close  of  his  life  he  found  it  had  only  been  to  let  the  devouring 
wolves  into  his  own  fold,  and  accordingly  he  declared  that  lie 
would,  as  he  did,  spend  his  remaining  days  in  building  up  what 
he  had  in  well-meaning  ignorance  destroyed.  And  Richard  Baxter, 
at  the  close  of  his  life  wrote,  amid  many  other  like  passages  of  his 
experience  :  "  I  am  much  more  sensible  of  the  evils  of  schism,  and 
of  the  separating  humour,  and  of  gathering  parties,  and  making 
several  sects  in  the  Church,  than  I  was  heretofore,  for  the  effects 
have  shown  us  more  of  the  mischiefs."  No,  brethren,  v^e  do  not 
aid  in  bringing  about  unity  by  yielding.  We  do  better  by  rea- 
lizing our  position  as  ambassadors  of  Christ,  by  calmly  fulfilling 
our  duty  as  such,  and  delivering  His  message,  teaching  what  we 
may  expect  never  will  be  popular  with  unrenewed  man,  "  the  whole 
council  of  God,"  and  humbly  and  reverently  leaving  the  result  to 
him.  The  noble  river  will  absorb  the  waters,  and  bear  them  on- 
ward in  its  lasting  flow  to  the  wide  ocean,  not  by  bursting  its  na- 
tural channel,  but  by  calmly  letting  the  streams  and  rivulets  work 
their  way  to  it.  And  thus  should  the  Christ-founded  Church  flow 
onwards,  calmly  and  steadily  pursuing  its  course  amid  the  world's 
commotions,  bearing  in  its  bosom  the  redeemed  out  of  every  kind- 
red and  clime  to  the  ocean  of  eternal  love. 

The  world  groaned  long  for  a  Redeemer.  At  length  in  the  ful- 
ness of  time  he  came.  To  show  how  little  human  wisdom  could 
do  to  satisfy  the  best  wishes  of  man's  soul,  ages  had  to  pass  over 
man  in  his  blindness : — and  this  has  developed  to  all  time  that 
the  world  by  wisdom  knew  not  God."  And  some  process,  the 
work  of  time  and  experience,  seems  necessary  to  teach  Christians 
something  of  the  same  lesson — the  futility  of  human  devices,  and 
the  wisdom  of  divine  counsels  for  gathering  all  things  into  one.  In 
the  beginning  there  was  unity  ?mon^  the  followers  of  Christ,  or 
Jiow  would  they  have  been  sufficient  for  the  work  to  which  they 
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J^Cere  called  ?  when  they  waged  uncompromising  war  on  every  re- 
ligion around,  the  little  community  was  strong.  They  realized 
the  grandeur  of  the  work  in  which  they  were  engaged.  There 
was  no  faltering  in  their  work  of  individual  progress,  or  of  aggres- 
sion, because  they  were  united.  There  were  no  concessions  to  Jew 
or  Gentile,  altho'  there  was  no  wanton  outrage  of  the  prejudices  of 
either.  Faith  worked  by  love,  and  love  only  lives  in  unity.  More- 
over it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  Christ  prayed  for  something  to 
exist  among  his  followers,  for  maintaining  which  he  gave  no  means, 
ox  imperfect  means— it  is  not  for  a  moment  to  be  imagined  that 
He  formed  his  Church  and  gave  no  sufficient  means  for  maintain- 
ing its  unity.  And  our  Lord's  Prayer  can  never  be  fulfilled,  or  it 
will  only  be  fulfilled  in  that  proportion  in  which,  satisfied  of  the 
futility  of  all  human  devices,  "  all  those  who  profess  and  call  them- 
selves Christians,"  come  humbly  back  to  those  means  which  kept 
the  first  Christians  one  :  "  they  continued  stedfastly  in  the  Apostles' 
doctrine  and  fellowship,  and  in  breaking  of  bread  and  in  prayers." 
Perhaps  some  exception  may  be  made  to  the  translation  of  this 
passage  as  rendered  in  our  version;  I  care  nothing  about  it.  The 
meaning  has  been  brought  out  by  translators,  and  that  squares 
with  the  rest  of  the  Gospel  history,  and  with  the  history  of  the 
early  Church.  The  first  Christians  were  United  in  doctrine,  fel- 
lowship, sacraments  and  worship  with  the  Apostles,  and  through 
them  with  Christy  who  sent  them  to  gather  all  unto  him.  These 
are  the  bonds  of  Christian  unity — for  they  go  directly  to  efi'ect  that 
great  purpose  of  Christ's  coming  into  the  world.  The  Apostles* 
doctrine  was  only  oral  then — not  a  line  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  was 
written.  But  they  were  to  transmit  it  to  faithful  men  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly they  either  themselves  committed  it  to  writing,  or  gave 
in  charge  to  others  to  do  so  in  those  Scriptures  which  the  Church 
has  decreed  to  be  inspired.  That  "fellowship,"  too,  was  onlyjust 
begun,  was  only  one  remove  from  Christ;  but  truly  it  was  fellow- 
Aip  with  him  who  sent  them,  even  as  he  had  been  sent  by  the 
Father.  It  must  remain  the  same,  however  many  links  there  bCj 
to  the  end  of  the  world — the  first  one  hangs  on  Christ,  and  the 
last  must  rest  on  eternity.  And  those  sacraments  and  worship, 
though  they  were  new  to  the  infant  society^  served,  while  eleva- 
ting them  to  a  continued  sense  of  divine  love,  and  mercy,  also  to 
unite  them  one  with  another  in  their  holy  service.  The  early 
Christinns,^  joining  in  these  four  things — plain,  palpable,  visible 


^ords  of  imion---were  held  in  love  one  to  another,  atid  realize  tn.. 
Christian  Church  on  earth,  owning  '*one  Lord,  one  Faith,  and 
one  Baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of  all,"  gathered  together  in 
*^one  fold,"  and  under  "one  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  their  souls." 
The  Church  is  the  family  of  God  j  and  like  a  family  must  be  God- 
founded,  and  held  together  by  divine  sanctions,  to  fulfil  God's 
wise  ends  in  creating  it.  No  one  can  take  so  many  persons  and 
BSby  these  shall  form  a  family i*'  For  a  plain  reason ;  all  the  ele-^ 
ments  may  be  there,  but  not  the  divine  sanction.  There  cannot, 
therefore,  be  in  that  self-constituted  family  the  beautiful  bonds  of 
family  love,  honor,  submission  and  reverence,  where  they  are  due 
God's  appointment  is  wanting,  and  wanting  this,  the  rest  must 
fall  into  fragments.  So  with  the  Church— the  family  of  God — , 
must  own  God's  appointments,  and  be  held  together  by  '^the 
Apostles'  doctrine  and  fellowship,  breaking  of  bread  and  prayers." 
For  the  Church  is  not  founded  for  mere  union  in  opinions — no, 
not  though  those  opinions  be  ^'the  doctrine  of  the  Apostles."  The 
Church  will  accord  in  opinions ;  but  it  has  a  higher  object — the 
natural  must  not  cloud  our  ideas  of  the  supernatural.  The  Church 
is  founded  as  the  means  of  infusing  new  life  into  the  world  ;  it  is 
the  mould  for  recasting  the  divine  image  and  likeness  on  the  soul 
of  man  ;  and  as  this  cannot  be  done  by  human  power,  it  must  have 
communication  with  God — channels  for  conveying  His  blessings 
to  the  soul  of  man ;  and  these  are  the  very  bonds  by  which  the 
Church,  the  family  of  God,  is  held  together,  by  the  same  spirit. 
The  heathen  Pliny^  might  very  well  instruct  some  who  profess  and 
call  themselves  Christians  in  regard  to  the  Church.  He  saw  it  in 
his  time,  and  he  regarded  it  as  bound  by  sacraments  to  one  leader^ 
Christ,  united  in  the  bonds  of  doctrine,  and  fellowship,  sacra- 
ments, and  worship.  The  members  of  the  Church,  much  less  our  J 
selves,  the  ministry  of  the  Churchy  ought  not  to  quail  before  thej 
calumny  hurled  at  us  as  to  the  eXclusiveness  of  the  Church.P 
Truth  must  be  exclusive ;  God's  institutions  must  be  exclusive. 
Both  are  simply  exclusive  of  those  elements  that  would  tend  to  de- 
stroy. And  we  may  rest  on  the  assurance  that  it  is  better  to  please 
God  than  man — better  to  hold  to  the  God-founded  bonds  of  union, 
and  to  be  firm  in  them^  than  to  adopt,  or  even  appear  to  adopt, 
any  human  devices  for  temporary  unsubstantial  union.  More 
chance  of  safety  will  there  be,  and  of  ultimately  rallying  the  dis^ 
^rsed  host,  if  the  standard-bearers  hold  their  ensigns  erect,  ikm 


II  they  cower  and  hide  them.  More  chance  will  there  be  of  ulti- 
mate union  by  the  Church  holding  firmly  to  the  divine  bonds  of 
union,  tlian  by  temporarily  relaxing  them.  They  were  the  first 
formed  ties  of  Christian  love,  and  they  must  be  the  last.  And  ia 
the  inspired  word  of  God  it  is  recotded — for  the  same  purpose 
that  ail  Holy  Scripture  is  given— "to  be  profitable  for  doctrinC) 
for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness,  that 
the  man  of  God  man  be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all 
good  works."  '• 


